
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Community Members, 
 
Well November has arrived and, as with the past two months, will be very busy at NSPS! I would like to send a BIG 
THANKS to our School Council who continue to support our student’s learning. By helping to fund our Music initiative, the 
Pumpkin Patch trip and the upcoming Upper Canada Playhouse presentation, School Council is allowing our students the 
opportunity to learn and grow in alternative environments contributing greatly to student success. 
 
On Wednesday, November 8th, the Progress Reports will be sent home. This allows you the opportunity to view the initial 
feedback on your student(s) social and academic progress to date. Please feel free to call the school if you have any 
questions regarding the Progress Report. 
 
At the School Council meeting on Nov. 1st, Superintendent Val Allen and Trustee Wendy MacPherson were invited to 
attend to answer some questions from Council and to inform us as to the status of NSPS. Ms. Allen was able to let us 
know that, at this time, the planning department does not foresee NSPS closing before Sept. 2020. This means that NSPS 
is still ‘open for business’ and I can assure you that we will continue to offer your students all of the academic and social 
learning and growth opportunities that we always have! 
 
Lastly, I would like to invite you to attend our commemoration of Remembrance Day at 9:00am on Friday, Nov.10th. 
Commemorating the sacrifices of the many women and men who have defended our freedoms for so long is an endeavor 
that we hold very dear at NSPS. I would encourage you to continue the conversation with your children at home. 
 
Lest We Forget… 

Respectfully, 

 Tim Power 
 

 
 
 

Our next School Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 10th, at 6:30 p.m. As usual, 
everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 
 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 
On November 10th at 9:00 a.m., our school will host a Remembrance Day Ceremony in the gymnasium.   
Parents are welcome to attend.  Poppies are available at the school office.  An appropriate donation 
would be appreciated.   

November 2017          (613) 984-2061 
        http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/school/nrs/Pages/default.aspx 

COURAGE - Doing the right thing even if it is difficult. 
Facing your fears with confidence – being brave 
 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/school/nrs/Pages/default.aspx


 
 

Coach’s Corner 
Co-Ed Soccer at NSPS - On Friday, October 20th, NSPS hosted a co-ed soccer 
tournament with teams from Roxmore and Maxville visiting.  Thanks goes out to 
Mme. Bray and Mrs. Barzso-Paul for their help and guidance in getting our team 
ready to play and to Mrs. Chenier, Mrs. VanBruinessen and Mrs. Hopmans for providing a yummy 
canteen for the event. 
 

 

CP Holiday Train 
The Canadian Pacific Holiday Train will be making its stop in Finch on Monday, November 27th at 2:30 p.m.  This event 
helps raise awareness of and accepts donations for the Community Food Share - serving Dundas & Stormont Counties.  
Over the next three weeks, NSPS will be helping by accepting donations at the school.   
 

Week 1 (November 6th to 10th) - Canned Goods (fruits, vegetables, meat) 

Week 2 (November 13th to 17th) - Cupboard Staples (pasta, rice, sauces, flour, sugar) 

Week 3 (November 20th to 24th) - Breakfast & Snacks (oatmeal, granola bars, applesauce, cereals) 

The donated food will be picked up and taken to the event on the 27th. 

 

Lunch Room 
We would kindly ask parents to help us in reminding our students that lunches and snacks are not to be shared for a 
variety of reasons.  Please remember that if a student needs a snack or something to eat (in the case of a forgotten or 
dropped lunch) all they need to do is ask! 
 

Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week 

During Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week – November 19-25, 2017 – Ontario students, school staff and parents 
are encouraged to learn more about bullying and its effect on student learning and well-being. 

Bullying is defined as a form of repeated, persistent and aggressive behaviour directed at an individual or individuals that 
is intended to cause (or should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm to another person's body, feelings, self-
esteem or reputation. Bullying occurs in a context where there is a real or perceived power imbalance. 

Schools are encouraged to use this opportunity to explain the different forms bullying can take. These include: 

 Physical – hitting, shoving, stealing or damaging property 

 Verbal – name calling, mocking, or making sexist, racist or homophobic comments 

 Social – excluding others from a group or spreading gossip or rumours about them 

 Electronic (commonly known as cyberbullying) – spreading rumours and hurtful comments through the use of 
cellphones, e-mail, text messaging and social networking sites 

 

Criminal Checks 
If you completed a criminal check form this fall, they have been forwarded to the Long Sault O.P.P. Detachment.  Once 
completed, the detachment will mail out the results to you at your home address.  Once received, please provide this 
completed check to the school so that we may retain a photocopy of it for our records.  If you completed a Declaration 
Form instead, then there is no further action required. 
 

Fall & Winter Clothing Safety     
Now with cooler weather there are more jackets, sweaters, etc.  As much as possible, please label 
articles with your child’s name.  Remember, also to be alert to the danger of drawstrings on jackets 
and sweatshirts.  They can become snagged on playground equipment, bus doors, etc. and have been 
known to cause serious injuries even death.  The simplest solution is to remove drawstrings from 
children’s clothing.    
 
 



Santa’s Workshop 
In December, students will have a chance to shop for family and friends at Santa’s workshop. 
We are asking for donations of new or gently used items to stock our workshop.  Remember, 
these items are things that you know others would like to receive as a gift.  Leftover items will 
be donated to an organization. 
 
If you have any extra gift bags and Christmas cards, they would also be appreciated so that we 
can send the gifts home already wrapped. 
 
Volunteers are also needed to take a “shift” of helping students with their shopping.  If you are able to volunteer some of 
your time, please contact the school.  More information will be included in the December Newsletter. 
 

News from our Community Partners 
 

Eastern Ontario Health Unit - It’s Flu Season Soon! Here’s a Reminder on How to Stop 

Spreading the Flu 
 
The flu season comes around just as the cold season returns, every year without fail. And every year, without fail, the 
Eastern Ontario Health Unit (EOHU) encourages individuals to help stop spreading the flu in the community by reminding 
everyone of the importance of hand hygiene and coughing etiquette. 
 
Some simple steps can help prevent and reduce spreading the flu. The first is the flu vaccine – it protects you and your 
loved ones. Increase your chances of avoiding the flu this year by getting your flu vaccine and help stop the spread of 
infection. 
 
Influenza immunization is available through your healthcare provider, at community health centres and participating 
pharmacies. You can also make an appointment at the EOHU to get your flu vaccine. Visit our website at www.eohu.ca. 
 
Washing your hands properly will also help prevent the spread of infections. Remind your kids to wash their hands before 
and after handling food, before and after eating, after using the washroom, as well as after blowing their nose, sneezing 
or coughing. 
 
Keep in mind that viruses and bacteria can also be spread through the air when an infected person coughs or sneezes. It’s 
therefore important to cough and sneeze into your sleeve (not your hands) or cover your mouth and nose with a tissue. 
Throw away used tissues in the garbage and wash your hands well. Remember – keep your child home from school when 
he or she is sick! 
 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 357 (Finch) – The Legion has 

recently generously made a donation to the Victims of Violence – Canadian Centre for 
Missing Children to support their Child Identification Program.  The “My Personal ID Kit” 
includes a fingerprint ink strip, 13 page “Gill the Goldfish” basic rules of safety for 
children colouring book, booklet of “Common Lures Used by Child Abductors” (for 
parents), child identification booklet, zip-lock bag or storage, complete instructions for 
use and a wet-nap for finger clean up.  These kits are now available at the school 
– please let us know if you would like one. 

 
 

http://www.eohu.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Literacy- Our class continues to add sight words to the word wall weekly. Sight words 
are commonly used words that are often memorized as a whole by sight so that students can automatically identify these 
words in print without having to use any strategies to decode. Recognizing high frequency words allows a reader to focus 
on decoding the more challenging words and understanding the text. More importantly, knowing sight words instills 
confidence when learning to read. The grade 1’s and 2’s love to write! The students have been writing in their journals 
weekly. We have been focusing  on using capital letters at the beginning of sentences, spelling word wall words 
accurately, proper end punctuation and listening to the sounds in unfamiliar words to spell new words independently.  
Math- The focus in Grade 1 has been on counting and reading and writing our number words to 10. We often begin our 
day by counting to 100 by 1's, 5's and 10's using a hundreds chart. The Grade 2’s have been counting to 200 and looking 
at patterns in numbers. Continuing to count at home by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s is a great skill to practise! Have your child 
count back from a variety of numbers as well. In November we will begin to look at Geometry with a focus on 2-
dimensional shapes.  
Social Studies – The grade 1's continue to focus on developing an understanding of Roles and Responsibilities that all 
individuals have in different environments. This month I will be sending home a project for grade 1 students to complete 
– The History of Me! Students will create a timeline about their experiences up to entering grade 1. The information 
sheets will go home on Monday, November 6th, 2017. Students will make an oral presentation to the class once finished. 
The grade 2's will present about their favorite seasonal celebration. The outline will also be sent home next Monday.  
Thank you for your continued support!  

           N. Heyes 

 

  Happy November!  
I can’t believe we have been together for two months already. Students are doing well keeping up with routines and 
expectations in the classroom. I would like to remind you all that toys are not welcome in the classroom unless they have 
cashed in their Dojo points. In this case, I will either message you or send you a note via the email.  
Math: We are continuing our unit on Data Management. We are looking at different kinds of graphs and how to interpret 
the information. Mid-month we will be switching over to Measurement and getting to measure all kinds of neat things in 
class. If you’re looking for something to do at home, practicing multiplication tables would be beneficial. 
Language: We are beginning to take a more in-depth look at non-fiction features. These features help us understand what 
we are reading. We are also beginning to us a RAN chart to help us prove our ideas and questions from the text. If you’re 
looking for things to do at home, reading non-fiction texts and pointing out text features is great! (The newspaper is 
perfect!) 
Science/Social Studies: We are looking at the habitats of many different animals and insects. We are gathering 
information to see how they all survive in their specific habitat! For social studies, we are rapping up our look at Canada 
and its physical regions this month and will be moving onto looking at the role Native American’s played in our history. 
 
We have had to have a lot of conversations in class about what it means to be kind to others. I tell them all I’m not 
forcing them to be friends with everyone, however, we need to work on making sure everyone feels welcomed in my 
classroom and in the school. If you’d like to continue this conversation at home it would be very helpful. Thanks!  
 

K. McElheran 
 



 Math 
In grade five and six math we believe in the phrase “math is messy” which means that we honour mistakes.  Students are 
developing an understanding that math strategies are developed from making mistakes and trying new strategies.  There 
is often more than one way to solve a math problem and often it looks messy.  We have posted our “starts and restarts” 
in the classroom as a reminder that perseverance or “stick-to-it-ness” is important.   
 
This month we will be introducing interactive software that gives students instant feedback of their understanding of data 
management.  Students use laptops, iPads or desktop computers to explore questions that I have created related to our 
learning.  They select their answers electronically and once they give an answer, the software will provide feedback as to 
whether their responses are accurate or not.  At the same time, the Smartboard displays the distribution of responses of 
the entire class.  It is always a big hit.  The activities look something like this… 

 
 
Language 
In the past several weeks, we have been reading “Hana’s Suitcase”, a non-fiction text about the search to find the girl 
who owned this suitcase.   

 



This fascinating recount connects the story of a young girl in Czechoslovakia during World War II with Toronto in 2001.  
Students have explored themes of tolerance, the impact of history on our Remembrance Day theme, immigration themes 
in Social Studies and our Character Education traits.  Students are learning the importance of a timeline in non-fiction 
texts and students are writing a news report based on the text.  They have been completely engaged reading about Hana 
Brady.   We are currently taking virtual tours of the museums involved with the story. 
 
In the coming weeks, students will be reading about and listening to a Canadian soldier’s every day experiences, outside 
of the battle, during World War II, as told through his letters.  This soldier was the uncle of friends from Toronto.  These 
friends have been kind enough to share letters, keepsakes, and photos from their uncle during his deployment in Europe.   
As part of our preparation for the Remembrance Day assembly, we have selected a poem for choral speaking.  Choral 
speaking is a skill that requires precision, focus on direction and clear articulation as it is spoken in one voice.  It is often a 
challenge, but students persevere and it is a valued tradition at our Remembrance Day assembly.  
 
           M. Barzso-Paul  
 

The grade 5 and 6 students will be working on their independent research projects this month. Grade 5 students will pick 
one of the human organ systems (digestive, respiratory, circulatory, nervous or musculoskeletal) to become an expert and 
create a poster board. They are also working with a partner to create a life sized drawing of how all the systems work 
together. A lot of effort has gone into their drawings already and it will be nice to see them coloured, labeled and posted 
to share with other classes. Grade 6 students are working on an animal kingdom research project or an invasive species 
project. They will have the chance to use the biology vocabulary from their worksheets in their writing. Students will be 
bringing home their yellow science duo-tang to share their learning. Please take some time to ask about 
their science research project, sign their duo-tang and return it to school the next day. I hope the video links 
posted on Class Dojo have sparked some science discussions at home. 

E. Desjardins 

In Social Studies this month we are going to continue to look at push and pull factors that influence people to change 
communities.  We will also be looking at primary and secondary sources and how we can tell if sources are reliable.  
Grade 5 students will be looking at communities in New France and Grade 6 students will look at communities 
in Winnipeg.  This month we will also be taking a closer look at thematic maps and how we can gain information about 
our country from these maps. 

           C. Bray 
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